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                                            JULY EDITORIAL 
 
It has now been confirmed that Porsche will probably no longer take control of 

Volkswagen as it had once hoped. 

 

Burdened by an estimated 9-Billion Euros of debt after its attempts to control 

Volkswagen and currently faced with a curtailed income stream, Porsche has 

been forced to consider some immediate matchmaking for money - not love. 

 

The financial media describes two opposing camps comprising Ferdinand 

Piech and Martin Winterkorn at Volkswagen, in conflict with Wolfgang 

Porsche and Wendelin Wiedeking at Porsche. The eventual outcome of the 

conflict could have a considerable influence on the future of Porsche. 

 

It is still possible that there could even be a reverse take-over by Volkswagen, 

in which Porsche would merely become a 10th VW brand.   

 

As I write this it appears more likely that Porsche will succeed in selling a 25% 

stake in its business to the state of Qatar to help refinance its debt. 

 

Some car enthusiasts have argued that it may be better for the future of the 

product if an engineer like Dr Piech controlled Porsche, rather than a business 

manager like Dr.Wiedeking. 

 

That’s not an argument on which we will comment, but elsewhere in this issue 

we have tried to discover a bit more about the intriguing Dr. Piech. 

 

Billionaire engineer, motor mogul and grandson of Ferdinand Porsche, at 72-

years old he still seems to be playing a major role in the affairs of Porsche. 

 

Leon Joubert 
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                                   THE CHAIR SQUEEKS 
 
Persons that have a fascination and love of any car brand have an obligation, 
in my view, to live that to the full. Porsche lovers are a wonderful example of 
that. 
 
In everyone’s life there is something or someone that dominates it and I agree 
there should be balance to be a fulfilled human being. Part of that balance is 
often a sport or creative activity. I also believe that some of us are more 
creative than others in terms of automobiles.  
 
That’s where Dr Ferdinand Porsche and his family excel. We all know the 
amazing story of engineering excellence and the products that have emerged 
for the benefit of all who are that way inclined. 
 
The immense pleasure that Porsche automobiles have given over the past 
60-plus years is immeasurable. All this continues to be ongoing only because 
of the passion in people’s hearts for the amazing Porsche cars. 
 
We do have an obligation to preserve, kindle and create this love of the cars 
in each of our short lives on earth so it can be passed on to present and future 
generations. 
 
All of this philosophical comment came about while reading the current issue 
of Christophorus (Edition 337) and the article on the opening of the new 
Porsche Museum in Stuttgart and the fascinating article by Michael Browning. 
 
Porsche No.1, K45 286, is still in perfect condition, as is an early Volkswagen 
both in the museum. Here in Australia the first RHD pre-356 Porsche ever 
built is still in perfect condition in Melbourne, as is the first 356 Porsche to 
arrive in Melbourne along with two other 356 Coupes and the first 356 Cabrio 
to arrive in Melbourne – all still in perfect condition! 
 
When their current owners (custodians) are gone these cars will remain for 
the fascination and enjoyment of future generations. 
 
This is why our car clubs are so important to foster and grow that “Porsche 
heart” that we need to continue the love and fascination that there is with 
Porsche today. Why we have an obligation to preserve our presently owned 
Porsche models because “life is but a breath and our cars will live on. 
 
So will our Clubs. 
 
Enjoy our Flat Chat and thanks to all our contributors. 
 
John Pooley 
President 
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 The Other Chair Speaks 
 
By the time you read this the shortest day of the year will have come and 
gone (thank goodness!).  I really look forward to getting past Mid Winters day 
and return of the sun (or at least longer days!).  Roll on spring time! 
 
Recently the club lost another highly valued committee member to the warmth 
and sunshine that Queensland promises.  Gerard and Irene Maguire put their 
home on the market not so long ago allowing six months or so to sell it. 
Apparently it sold on the first day!  In typical Maguire fashion the property was 
very well presented making the seller’s job an easy.  And to make matters 
worse (for us) the purchasers wanted a quick settlement.   Gerard had been 
club secretary for many years and put a big effort into making the club run so 
well.  He declined re-election for secretary at the last AGM knowing that he 
and Irene were likely to move north once his property was sold.  Even so he 
continued to serve on the committee right up until he left.  Thanks mate! 
 
As well as his professional input into the clubs management for many years 
Gerard organised the now famous club “Christmas Rally” which certainly gave 
those who participated something to talk about at the BBQ that followed.  We 
will miss Gerard and Irene (who supported him in his PCT role) and their 
lovely mid seventies 911S.  Hopefully we will see the Maguire’s return sooner 
than later.  
 
I apologise for the slightly disjointed events program this year.  The club is still 
operating without an Events Director.  The clubs small committee is doing it’s 
best to provide an interesting events program but without a dedicated Event’s 
Director it is difficult.   Hopefully this position will be filled sooner than later.  In 
the mean time the committee will do its best to put together a full and 
enjoyable events program.  
 
The Events Directors position offers an excellent opportunity to get more 
involved with your club.  If you would like to know what the job entails please 
contact me.  
 
The editor is always on the look out for material for the newsletter.  If you 
have any Porsche related info you would like to pass on, a good relevant story 
to tell or would like to let others know about an experience with your favourite 
car please put a few lines together and maybe a photo or two and send it on 
the editor, it will make has day. 
 
Enjoy those Porsches, cheers from the other chair.  
 
Rob Sheers  
Vice President 
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2009 – PCT Coming Events 

 
 
July 
Economy Run – North/South (26th of July) 
 
August 
Cradle Mountain weekend away (if the interest is there) - (22 & 23 August) 
 
AGM and Sunday Drive (TBA) 
 
Paul Watson (Porsche Cars Aust.) – a “Porsche Torque” and maybe a little on 
“unfinished Business” (Trans Siberia Rally) – South (18th of August at 
Performance Automobiles) 
 
September 
*Cryptic Drive (with BMW Club??) – North/South? 
 
October 
Baskerville track day – inter club (CMI & BMW) hill climb and driver training 
(TBA) 
 
November 
Porsche Gymnastics at the Pooley Vineyard (TBA) 
 
December 
Christmas Rally/BBQ/Annual Club Awards Presentation – North and South 
(TBA) 
 
 
Note: 
Events and dates may be subject to change. 
 
Event Updates will be sent out monthly (or as required) giving full details of 
club events.   
 
*Denotes proposed events that need an organiser.   
If you would like to organise an event please contact Rob Sheers or John 
Pooley for more details. 
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                      North Meets South – The Great Lake Drive 
 

 
 
On the last day of Autumn PCT members meet in the north and south for a 
drive to the central highlands. 
 
The southern contingent meet at the “new” Performance Automobiles show 
rooms and headed off on time picking up Stewart & Cathy in the “Speed 
Yellow” Boxster at Brighton.  The northern contingent was a little less 
coordinated with only two cars starting from the nominated starting point. 
 
Once the southerners turned off the highway at Melton Mobray the run to 
Bothwell with little other traffic on the road was very enjoyable.      
 

  
It was a nice crisp sunny morning in  Bothwell 

 
The southerners enjoyed a nice morning tea stop and a good chat on the way 
at the Elms café in Bothwell.  While the northerners it seems were just keen to 
get there with most passing on the morning tea stop.  The final leg to the 
Great Lake Hotel was via the Great Lake which thanks to recent rains looks 
somewhat greater than it’s been for a while.    
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Randell & Robin looking good in the Boxster with the roof down in the near freezing 
temperature at Miena!  While Suzie looked as cold as it really was! 
 

   
Barry getting a few tips from David on the air conditioner for the return trip 
 

  
  
Those who came along enjoyed having a nice drive on the near deserted 
roads and it was great to catch up with our Porsche Club friends.  We 
welcomed new members Trevor & Erica Williams on their first club run. 
 
Rob Sheers  
Vice President 
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TT on TTT 2009 
(Tassie Tub on Targa Tasmania Tour 2009) 

 
 
Three weeks before Targa Tasmania 2009 commenced I was quite content to 
be a groupie and follow the cars around the state as a spectator.  It was about 
then that the National Auto Museum and Examiner newspaper, both 
upstanding northern Tasmanian businesses, happened to be talking about the 
possibility of putting a joint entry in for 2010.  They were persuaded by the 
Octagon administration to try for an entry in 2009, which meant that they had 
to find a car to represent them.  As a volunteer in the museum and a 
participant in the Targa Tour in 2007 and 2008 I was approached to enter my 
Porsche 356 SC.  The deal was that I provide the car and look after the 
maintenance and they would cover entry fee, fuel and accommodation.  With 
an offer like that I had to give it due consideration and so after a full 
nanosecond the answer was “Yes.” 
 
There was not a lot of time to get the car ready – it had just been to Sydney 
and back for the summer holidays and travelled over 2000 km.  So it was into 
the garage to get a check over and I must thank the usual assistants for their 
help.   
 
A grease and oil change was the first task, then the brakes were checked – 
the system was bled, discs cleaned and all pads and callipers cleaned and 
inspected.  Nothing untoward was found, so on to the engine.   
 
Plugs were changed and the timing of the new electronic ignition was 
checked.  There had been no change since set a couple of months ago and it 
was left alone.  The most concerning part was that the front end had a 
“looseness” that was hard to describe but was definitely there.   
 
As the king pins and wheel bearings had been replaced recently and the 
linkpin shims checked, it was into the suspension shop to check alignment 
and recheck the linkpin shims.  This proved to be a good move as they found 
that the steering box had loosened off somehow but the rest of the front end 
was OK.   
 
The Targa Tour is an event that the organisers stress is not a race.   
 
Road speed limits are observed throughout and drivers are requested not to 
wear helmets or use pace notes in order to discourage excessive speed.  Roll 
bars, 4 point harnesses and race suits are not required.  Because of this, 
some companies allow ordinary insurance cover to be maintained for the 
duration of the rally.   
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In spite of the above the roads are closed for the Targa Tour and although it 
could be generally thought that the Tour is a bit of procession, this is not so 
and most drivers make the most of the event to give their cars a bit of a 
workout on closed roads.   
 
Overall the tour covers nearly 2000 km around the state, with about 350 km 
on closed roads or Targa Tasmania stages. 
 
 

                    
   
The Targa Tour this year had an assortment of high-powered cars in its entry 
list.   
 
The most expensive was a 2007 Ferrari 599.  Holden was represented by a 
beautifully restored 1971 HG Premier, a 2002 Monaro, a 2008 HSV Clubsport 
and a 2008  SSV.   
 
For Ford there were a 1978 XB V8, a 1992 Falcon V8 and a 2002 Mustang 
Cobra. BMW entries were a 2003 Z4 and two 2002 M3’s.  Add to this a 2007 
Daytona, a 2004 Mini Cooper and a 2003 Nissan 350Z .   
 
There were four Porsches, a 1975 Turbo, a 1986 911 Targa and a couple of 
Carreras from 1994 and 2005.  In this company the smallest and oldest cars 
were a 1965 Triumph Herald and my own 1964 Porsche 356 SC.  The 
Triumph had been restored by a group from Dover High School and it 
accounted for itself very well by completing the course. 
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Scrutineering, documentation and briefing went without a hitch.  The event 
started with the prologue at Georgetown and as usual there was a large 
enthusiastic crowd present.  I had as navigator for the first 3 days either a 
reporter or photographer from the Examiner.  They managed to get my car or 
me into the paper on five of the six days of the event.  I was tiring of this 
publicity knowing that I would cop it when I fronted up at the next meeting of 
the Porsche club and golf club (!)  
 
However that done, there is little that anyone can now say to me, that has not 
already been covered.  Don McWilliam, an MGB and Porsche 911 owner, was 
my co-driver for the last couple of days on the west coast. 
 
The event itself was extremely enjoyable.   
 
Most of the time the 356 ran behind the XBV8 and in front of the Holden HG 
Premier that was an entry put in by editors of Unique Cars.  We ran well 
together, as the cornering of the 356 was a match for both of them, but it 
could not compete in acceleration.   
 
The driver of the XB commented on the fact that the “little red car” stuck with 
him well, and when we arrived at the end of a Targa Stage he was often 
surprised to find it close behind.   
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Generally weather conditions were favourable and we did not have too many 
wet roads.  The best Targa Stages were north eastern passes – 
Weldborough, Pyengana and Elephant, as well as some of the west coast 
roads – Cethana, Mount Black and Rosebery.  As usual The Sidling was 
rough and to push on this stage puts quite a strain on 45-year old machinery.  
 
The car ran well the whole time and came through pretty well unscathed.  The 
event did see the demise of carburettors that have never been the best, as 
normal idle speeds could not be achieved at the end of the rally.  Removal of 
the carburettors post event revealed worn butterflies and scored barrels – 
another job to be done. 
 
As in previous years the people that you meet is what really makes the event.  
Thrown together with like-minded car enthusiasts for five days is most 
enjoyable.   
 
An event I can thoroughly recommend to any of you reading this brief 
account. 
 
David Hannan 
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      THE GRANDSON WHO WOULD BE KING  - OR REPLACE (WIEDE)KING 
 
After several decades of exceptional financial performance - some of it due to 
financial investments and speculation and not just car sales -  the Porsche car 
company emerged during the last 5 years as the proverbial “Mouse That Roared” 
and set about trying to capture the Cat – the entire Volkswagen Group. 
 
It claimed that it needed to do this to ensure continuity and control over as much as 
30% of its parts supplies. 
 
That objective has now been abandoned due to financial constraints and might even 
be reversed.  
 
Volkswagen, under the Chairmanship of Dr. Ferdinand Piech, who is also a major 
Porsche shareholder, may yet end up controlling Porsche if a merger becomes the 
only sensible outcome. 
 
If this was to happen, Piech has already made it clear that he intends to make his 
influence count, which will include top management and policy changes at Porsche. 
 
While Porsche is trying to reach an agreement with the Emirate of Qatar to buy 25% 
of Porsche and provide it with a cash infusion and retain its independence, Dr Piech 
has been accused of trying to scupper the deal - despite his family connections with 
Porsche. 
 
The family feud is now very obvious and may even have spread as far as the 
European Association of Automobile Manufacturers (ACEA). 
 
When ACEA recently voted overwhelmingly to support the Formula One Teams 
Association in their well publicised dispute with the FIA, Porsche surprisingly 
distanced itself from an otherwise unanimous decision.  
 
Some observers have accused Porsche of “sucking up to the FIA” but others think 
the surprising move may have had more to do with Porsche wishing to assert its 
independence from the Volkswagen/MAN/Scania group 
 
Fact is, the family feud now runs very deep, and very wide. 
 
So who is this Porsche family member , Ferdinand Piech, who seems to have feet in 
both camps of the feud, has played numerous key roles in the worldwide motor 
industry, and at 72 years old can still influence the policies of major motor companies 
to such a large extent? 
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                                         FERDINAND KARL PIECH 
 
Ferdinand Karl Piech was born April 17, 1937 in Vienna, Austria. 
 
His father was Anton Piech, the lawyer who played a major role in the 
establishment of the Porsche dynasty under Ferdinand Porsche, as well as its 
post-war resurrection. His mother Louise was Ferdinand Porsche’s daughter, 
the sister of Ferry Porsche. 
 
Along with Ferdinand Alexander (Butzi) Porsche, Piech was a favourite 
grandson of Ferdinand Porsche. 
 
“Butzi” was apparently not very academically inclined but a very capable 
designer often credited with the shapes of both the iconic Porsche 911 and 
904 models. He now runs a specialist design company under the Porsche 
name but has little to do with the motor industry. 
 
Ferdinand Piech is a very different person. 
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Piech graduated from the Swiss Institute of Technology in 1962 with a 
Masters degree in mechanical engineering based on a thesis for the design of 
a Formula 1 engine.  
 
From 1963 to 1971 he worked at Porsche, primarily in the motor sport 
division.   
 
The young Piech has been variously credited with everything from the design 
of the 906 to the design of the 908 and 917 racing cars and their engines, and 
was certainly highly respected for his engineering ability. 
 
There is no doubt that he had an important influence on Porsche’s motor sport 
activities during some of its most successful years, and a substantial amount 
of those motor sport achievements also subsequently rubbed off on the 
production car business. 
 

              
 
        Piech (right) with Gerhard Mitter at the presentation of the Porsche 917 in 1969  
 
In 1972 the members of the Porsche family decided that they wanted to avoid 
potential family conflicts and created a public limited company (AG) instead of 
the limited partnership that had previously existed. 
 
The new company would be run by professional managers while the family 
owners sat on a supervisory board. That prompted the 35-year old Piech to 
leave Porsche and set up his own engineering consultancy firm. 
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Piech’s most notable achievement during this interlude was the design of a 
successful 5-cylinder in-line diesel engine for Mercedes-Benz. He did not stay 
in the consultancy business very long because by the end of 1972 he was in a 
new full-time job with Volkswagen-owned Audi in Ingolstadt. 
 
A mere three years later Piech was put in charge of all technological 
engineering at Audi, and by 1983 he was the Vice-Chairman of Audi. 
 
In 1988 he became the Chairman. 
 
The years following Piech’s arrival at Audi would see a number of major 
innovations and a dramatic turnaround by a company once regarded by many 
as heading for extinction. 
 
Piech’s 5-cylinder engine design soon made its appearance in Audis and the 
VW Passat.  
 
Turbo-charging and all wheel drive (developed from the VW Iltis military 
vehicle) began to be successfully employed by Audi in passenger cars and 
was used in a very successful World Rally Championship programme.  
 
Aerodynamics and alloy constructions became important concepts, and in 
1988 the Audi V8 was launched, aimed directly at BMW and Mercedes-Benz. 
 
Audi’s new motto became “Vorsprung durch Technik”, loosely translated as 
“Advancement through Technology” and, more importantly, Audi grew to 
become a realistic competitor in the luxury car market by the 1990’s. 
 
In 1994 Audi launched the aluminium-bodied Audi A8. It was ahead of its 
time, but another brave step in the advancement of technology. 
 
While driving technical innovation, Piech also developed a fierce reputation for  
cost control. 
 
He has been generally credited with having a major input in the policy of 
platform sharing between products of the main Volkswagen group and its 
subsidiaries Audi, Skoda and SEAT. 
 
He was also implicated in the infamous move by GM’s cost-cutting expert 
Jose Ignacio Lopez to Volkswagen in 1992, and the subsequent successful 
legal claims by General Motors of the theft of intellectual property by Lopez. 
 
Having risen to the Chairmanship of Audi, Piech continued his impressive 
ascension in the global motor industry and became CEO and Chairman of the 
entire Volkswagen Group in 1993. 
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Looking back on his tenure at Audi, Piech could point to a sales increase of 
25% for Audi by 1995. The company was now selling over 450 000 cars a 
year. 
 
At Volkswagen he set about the declared aim of making it the most profitable 
car company in the world.  
 
Eight years after assuming the Chairmanship of Volkswagen, Piech reported 
the production of 5.1-million vehicles, sales of 173-billion Deutschmarks and a 
profit of 8,62-billion Deutschmarks before tax to his shareholders.  
 
It was a major turnaround from the condition in which he found Volkswagen in 
1993. 
        
In the meantime he continued to demand ever more challenging goals from 
his car designers. 
 

                         
  
Piech personally drove this experimental VW from Wolfsburg to Hamburg in 2002, at an 
average fuel consumption of 0.89 litres/100km 
 
In the late 1990’s Piech was adamant that Volkswagen would soon produce a 
production car that averaged a fuel consumption of only 3 litres/100km. 
 
More recently he has upped the goal to 1 litre/100km! 
 
While publicly championing ultra-fuel efficient cars, and chastising his 
managers for not developing them quickly enough, Piech also chased after 
much bigger and considerably more exotic game,  
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He steered Volkswagen into the acquisition of Lamborghini, Bugatti and 
Bentley, as well as stakes in heavy commercial manufacturers MAN and 
Scania.  
 
His plans to grab Rolls-Royce were only foiled when BMW walked away with 
the rights to the brand name, which was all that company needed to hold on 
to the iconic British brand, though Piech got the Crewe manufacturing base. 
 

                  
 
             While buying Bentley, Lamborghini and Bugatti, Piech could still pose with  
                                  Wolfgang Porsche and the Porsche GT 
 
It was often very difficult for observers to identify what particular goal was 
uppermost in Piech’s mind – he seemed to be so active on so many different 
fronts simultaneously. 
 
Piech’s reign at Volkswagen/Audi will nevertheless forever be linked with a 
number of fascinating automotive creations, amongst others; 
 

• The 6-litre W12-engined, AWD Volkswagen Phaeton; 
• Several new Bentleys for which the W12 engine was developed; 
• The 1000 bhp, 8-litre Bugatti Veyron; 
• The V10 AWD Lamborghini Gallardo; 
• The V10 turbo-diesel VW Tuareg; 
• The mid-engine V10 Audi R8; 
• The all-aluminium Audi A2; 
• The turbo-diesel Audi R10/R15 LMP1 sports racing cars. 
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   Could this be Piech’s modern incarnation of his grandfather’s V16 Auto Union?  
 
 
Piech may not have fathered all, or any of these creations personally, but he 
probably signed off on all of them at one stage or another. 
 
In 1999, Piech was voted Car Executive of the Century, at the same time as 
his grandfather, Ferdinand Porsche, was voted Car Engineer of the Century. 
 
At the age of 72, Ferdinand Piech is rumoured to have personal wealth in 
excess of 3.5-billion Euros. He is still the Chairman of the VW Executive 
Board. 
 
                                                       **** 
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The foregoing covers a few of the readily accessible facts about the life of 
Ferdinand Porsche’s grandson.  
 
It is easy to see that he could have, or may have, created a very different 
Porsche car company had he controlled it for the last 40 years. 
 
His achievements, arguably, match and even exceed those of his illustrious 
grandfather in every sphere of the motor industry. 
 
But Ferdinand Piech also reminds one a bit of the mysterious “Stig” of “Top 
Gear”:  
 
It Is Said Of Ferdinand Piech That………. 
 
He is a private and even aloof person, yet rumoured to be very amorous 
towards attractive women. 
 
He reportedly once wooed the wife of a cousin, married her, and then 
divorced her after a short time in favour of their children’s nanny. 
 
He has been married at least 3 times, has at least thirteen children, has been 
described as an admitted atheist. 
 
He has a fearsome reputation as a person you preferably should not cross. 
 
His stare (presumably at people he does not like) is supposedly so formidable 
it can make people physically cringe. 
 
He has a reputation that he uses people where he needs them, and simply 
discards them as and when they have served their purpose. 
 
If he has any strong allegiances beyond his own (sometimes obscure) goals, 
they don’t seem very obvious. 
 
His reason for having 13 children is supposedly to want to guarantee the 
procreation his own genius. 
 
He supposedly crawled under the prototype Porsche 917 with a small magnet, 
and wherever the magnet stuck he demanded that the metal be reduced. 
 
He is a very capable driver in his own right, and has taken the wheel of every 
racing and high performance car he ever designed. 
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Piech and Porsche. 
 
In the January 2009 Editorial of Flat Chat  I quoted the respected German 
motoring journalist, George Kacher, who expressed the opinion in 2004 that 
Porsche had turned its focus too much towards profit, and lost some of its 
engineering soul. 
                        

     
 
                 Not the best of friends? Piech and Wiedeking. 
 
Ferdinand Piech is an engineer who chairs one of the biggest automobile 
conglomerates in the world but reportedly prides himself on the fact that he is 
an engineer, and not an MBA graduate. (Wendelin Wiedeking also holds a 
doctorate in mechanical engineering). 
 
He cut his teeth in motor sport, and never stopped trying to design and build 
ever more technically advanced and complex cars. 
 
He owns 13% of Porsche in his personal capacity, and is probably the closest 
living re-incarnation of old Dr Ing Ferdinand Porsche. 
 
One can understand why some people think that if anybody could recreate 
true successors to iconic cars like the 356 and 911 – Piech may be the man. 
 
But what would old Ferdinand have thought of it all? 
 
Leon Joubert 
June 2009 
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                                        KEEPING THE FAITH                          
 
                                                                                        By Michael Parker 
 
Hello again, it is that time again when I will try to bring you all up to date with 
things 356, and a few other odds and ends. 
 
Towards the end of February we had a coffee morning at Mark and Hazel 
Wheatleys house, they kindly invited us around to have a look at Marks 
collection of cars, and to enjoy delicious cakes and coffee. 
 
Mark has a varied collection of cars including his 1961 Porsche 356 “B” 
Coupe, an Aston Martin Coupe, an “S” type Jag, a “2 CV” Citroen, a Mini 
Cooper, a “HRG” roadster, and a  Light 15 Citroen. He is also the custodian of 
his fathers Porsche 924 Coupe which has been in the family since new.  
 
I think there are more cars held in storage around the place but I can’t 
remember what they are. Half a dozen of us Northerners joined in on the day 
and would like to thank Mark and Hazel for their kindness. Although Mark is 
not a member of the PCT he is a member of the 356 Register. 
 
The next formal 356 Register event was the “Gathering Of The Faithful”, to be 
held from the 24th April through to the 27th April in the Victorian High Country 
at Bright. Kath and I have signed up and booked our boat ticket and we are 
also going to spend some time touring around in “Casper” before and after the 
event. 
 
I thought I would share a little restoration gem with you at this point.  
 
Some years ago (1977) I completed a short course in Motor Trimming at the 
TAFE College in Brisbane. It was a very good course run by an old school 
gentleman, and one of the hints he gave us was the use of “RAVEN OIL” as a 
means to restore black leather and plastics. 
 
If you have an older car, you probably have areas like dash tops, steering 
wheels, door trims, etc that were originally black, but have faded to a deep 
grey. Quite often the area in question is otherwise sound, but it is just faded 
and looks terrible. 
 
This is where Raven Oil comes in: It is in fact a leather dye, but its uses are 
wide and varied. People who show horses use it to paint the hooves of their 
animals for a nice dress look. 
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The thing to remember is that there are a couple of types, and only one works 
in cars and that is the one in the “Orange “ bottle. Both types are made by the 
same firm “WAPROO” but don’t use the one in the white bottle as it will leave 
streaks and a blue /black look which you can only fix by using the orange 
bottle type anyway! 
 
I have included a photo of the bottle so you don’t make a mistake. 
 

                           
 
I have also included a couple of photos of Dave Hannan's 911 steering wheel 
hub which shows one part treated to compare it ( a sort of “before and after” 
look) although it is a little difficult to see in the photos. 
 
If you look closely the right hand piece of the hub is clearly much blacker than 
the rest. 
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Now the “How to use it” note: 
 
USE RUBBER GLOVES. This stuff is a very powerful dye/stain. Simply dab a 
clean cloth with the dye and rub it into the area you want to restore, be very 
careful not to spill any on carpets or get any on anything else, unless of 
course you want black patched trim etc.  
 
Believe me, you will not remove stains. 
 
Leave it to dry for a few hours (I leave it overnight) and then polish the excess 
off. If you use a clean cloth you will notice when no more colour is coming off. 
To finish I like to spray a little Armour Oil on the area as this helps to bring out 
the shine. The end result will look new again. I think you’ll be surprised how 
effective it is. 
 
The cost is about $8.00 a bottle and I purchased mine from Horseland 149-
151 Talbot Rd, Kings Meadow, Launceston. (6343 4433). In the past I have 
also been able to get it from some boot makers on the mainland, but here in 
Launceston boot makers only had the white bottle, and it is simply not suitable 
for this application. 
 
I should add that the area should be cleaned first. I use meths to wipe off any 
grease etc. It is probable advisable to try it on a scrap piece before you attack 
the real thing, just to get the hang of it. Raven Oil has been in my tool box 
now for 30 years and has been used in all manner of ways in all sorts of cars, 
and it works.  
 
Give it a try, I think you will be pleasantly surprised. 
 
 
Michael. 
 
 
                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                     
 



 
 

24 
 
                                         KEEPING THE FAITH 
                                                                                          By Michael Parker 
 
Time for some more news from the north, and some adventures in a 356.  
 
Apologies for my last update, due to space restraints it didn’t make it. 
However I believe it will appear in this issue. (It has – and is another great 
read. Ed.). 
 
First on the list is a visit from our Victorian relations (PCV), a number of the 
Vic members were touring the state in late March, and invited any PCT 
members to join them in a run around Simons Plains. Cost was minimal, 
being left to a suitable contribution towards the cost of the track. 
 
Kath and I decided to combine our monthly coffee run with this track day and 
meet 14 northern members at Perth for coffee, before continuing on to 
Simons Plains. 
 
The only Northern member to have an organized run was David Hannan in his 
911, but the rest of us waved the flag and cheered him on. Kath and I stayed 
for the rest of the day and enjoyed watching the various models/ members 
have a good time. Unfortunately only one 356 made it on the day (Casper). 
David’s SC was on loan to the National Auto Museum, and Mark Wheatleys 
“B” Coupe was having its starter rebuilt. 
 

             
 
                                  With the PCV at Simmons Plains  
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The second news item is David Hannan's run (his third) in the Targa 
Tasmania. This was a late entry sponsored by the Examiner Newspaper and 
the National Auto Museum. David and his 356SC featured in the Examiner 
every day of the running of the Targa. Good on you David. 
 
Lastly Kath and I took Casper across the water to participate in the Gathering 
of the Faithful. This is an annual event held around the nearest weekend to 
Anzac day, and is held in a different state each year.  
 
This years’ event was held in the Victorian High Country. We booked out the 
Bright Chalet, and also spilled over into surrounding motels. 
 
Approximately 35 cars were in attendance, the majority being 356 Coupes, 
with a sprinkling of Cabs, and the odd 911 etc. thrown in. 
 
After leaving the Spirit, we drove around Melbourne to meet up with a half 
dozen other members at Yarra Glen. Once we had caught up with everyone 
we all headed off for our morning tea stop at Yea.  
 

         
 
                            Casper visiting friends in Victoria 
 
Half way to Yea the rain started, and it didn’t stop for the next 10 days, not 
that it dampened our spirits at all. I can report that our 44 year old heater and 
wipers work well, although I did feel sorry for some of the others in their 
convertibles, because after days of rain any soft top will eventually get soaked 
and therefore begin to leak.  
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We had a wonderful time over the next four days, catching up with old friends, 
touring the countryside, visiting wineries, antique shops and attending lunches 
and dinners. 
 
The company were great, the touring fantastic (in spite of the rain), and the 
food terrific, Kath and I had such a good time that we have already committed 
ourselves to next years’ event, which will be held in the winery areas of 
southern South Australia. 
 
If you were ever thinking of participating in these and the varied other 356 
events, now’s the time to get started. Finish that 356 project or go out and 
purchase one, you won’t regret it. There is a very special camaraderie among 
the faithful. 
 
Kath and I spent the next few days in Melbourne before returning on the 
Spirit. We covered 1100 miles while we were away, and the little car behaved 
faultlessly. Well, perhaps there were a couple of small hiccups, but they were 
easily fixed. After all it is 44 years young. 
 
Until next time…. Keep the Faith.  
 
Michael. 
 
 

         
And wet soft tops in the rain ……. 
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CLUBMAN POINTS  -  COMPILED BY KEITH RIDGERS 
 
 
Clubman Points  
Southern Members Total

 Clubman Points 
Northern Members Total

Rob & Elspeth Sheers 195  John & Ann King 90
Keith Ridgers 135  Michael & Kathy Parker 75
Gerard & Irene Maguire 135  Neill Daly & Sonya Johnstone 65
Hans & Sheila Waldman 125  Chris Wilson 60
John & Libbie Pooley 100  David Hannan 55
John & Sue Davis 85  Bruce & Krista Allison 45
Barry & Suzanne Smith 80  Bruce Jessup 30
Kevin & Mary Lyons 75  Stephen & Julie Gibson 25
Peter & Christine Dove 60  Kerry Luck 15
Peter Cane 45   
Stewart & Cathy Harper 45   
Leon Joubert 40   
Philip & Sylvia Petersen 30   
James & Kay Barber 30   
Randell & Robyn Mullins 30    
Andrew Forbes 20   
Michael & Maria Hobden 15   
  

John & Pru Christie 30
 Club Champion Points 

(all members) 
Michael Hobden 30  Rob & Elspeth Sheers 20 
Joe Hand 25  Bruce & Krista Allison 15 
Rob Barrow 20  John & Ann King 15 
Kevin Robinson 20  Keith Ridgers 15 
T Williams 20  John & Libby Pooley 15 
David Browne 20  Michael Hobden 15 
Charles & Claire Button 15  Paul Berry 15 
Paul Berry 15  John & Sue Davis 10 
Adrian & Heidi  Richardson 15  Bruce Jessup 10 
Ken & Naomi Paton 15  Peter & Christine Dove 10 
Nino Bocchino 15  James & Kay Barber 10 
Nick Clarke 15  Chris Wilson 10 
Chris Wilson 15  John Christie 10 
Adrian Brown 15  David Hannan 5 
Mike Draeger 15  Gerard Maguire 5 
  Hans Waldman 5 
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24 Hours of Le Mans  

Win and energy efficiency award for Porsche RS Spyder 

 
The success story of the Porsche RS Spyder continues: At the Le Mans 24 
Hour race, the Essex team (Denmark) celebrated a clear victory in the LMP2 
class. The 440 hp sports prototype from Weissach also won the energy 
efficiency classification “Michelin Green X Challenge” as the car with the best 
overall efficiency, calculated by the ratio between lap times and fuel 
consumption. The RS Spyder of the Danish customer team beat its rivals in 
the LMP2 class by 15 laps. One hour before the end of the race, the RS 
Spyder of NAVI Team GOH spun off the track while running an easy second 
under braking for the first chicane on the Hunaudières straight on an oil spill of 
a competitor, hit the barriers and retired. The Japanese driver Seiji Ara was 
uninjured. 
 
“We’re proud that in customer hands the RS Spyder not only confirmed its 
high speed and reliability again but also won the environmental classification. 
It’s such a great pity that the second RS Spyder retired. NAVI Team GOH put 
in an immaculate performance and really would have deserved to secure 
second,” said Porsche Head of Motorsport, Hartmut Kristen. In 2008, the RS 
Spyder won the energy efficiency challenge at all races and championships – 
in the Le Mans 24 Hours, the American Le Mans Series and the European Le 
Mans Series. With this, the RS Spyder impressively underlined its status as 
the world’s most efficient sports prototype.  
 
“After claiming second last year we are absolutely over the moon with our 
victory today,” said Essex driver Casper Elgaard (Denmark). “This is a huge 
success for our Danish team, which only began competing in long distance 
racing last year.” Porsche works driver Emmanuel Collard (France) added: 
“The key to success was the RS Spyder. We didn’t have the slightest 
technical problem and turned fast and steady laps.” Only once in the night 
was there an unscheduled stop. Before the first Hunaudières chicane, the two 
close-running RS Spyder hit a patch of oil and began to slide. Keisuki 
Kunimoto (NAVI Team GOH) nudged the Essex car, resulting in both vehicles 
having body parts replaced. “Our crew did a super job,” said the third Essex 
driver, Kristian Poulsen (Denmark), who celebrated his Le Mans debut with 
victory. “I would like to thank the team and mostly Casper and Emmanuel. 
They did most of the work.” 
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After a break of four years, NAVI Team GOH, Le Mans winner of 2004 with 
Seiji Ara, looked like they would bring home a safe second place right up until 
an hour before the flag – with a ten lap advantage over third position. Oil from 
a competitor became Ara’s eventual fate. “I had no chance. Two wheels hit 
the oil that I couldn’t see while braking,” said Seiji Ara. “It’s a bitter end of a 
great race. I’m pleased that the RS Spyder is not only fast, but also safe.” His 
compatriot Keisuke Kunimoto contested the long distance classic for the first 
time. Porsche works driver Sascha Maassen was full of praise: “I salute our 
team’s performance. Perfect preparation, perfect team work in every respect. 
I’m so sorry that we couldn’t bring home the success they deserved.” For the 
perfect work in the pit stops, the team received a special prize from the 
organisers.  
 
Porsche works drivers Timo Bernhard (Germany) and Romain Dumas 
(France), lent to Audi for the Le Mans 24 hour race, lost all chances to win 
with a technical defect in their #3 Audi R15 TDI which resulted in repairs over 
several hours on Saturday night. With their chase through the field from the 
back to finish 18th, the two shone with their excellent lap times. “It hurts to be 
out of contention for overall victory so early on,” summarised Bernhard. “Still, 
it was great fun. The Audi crew made us feel very welcome from the first 
moment on,” added Dumas.  
 
In the production-based GT2 class, the double pole for the 911 GT3 RSR 
from qualifying could not be turned into a race success. After just two hours, 
the race came to an end for the three Porsche works drivers Marc Lieb 
(Germany), Richard Lietz (Austria) and Wolf Henzler (Germany). A problem 
with the fuel system caused the engine of the 911 to die and not start again – 
100 metres from the entrance to the pit lane. As the regulations do not allow a 
car to be towed in such a case, the leading trio of the German Felbermayr-
Proton team had no chance to repair the otherwise technically perfect 911 
and retired. “Of course I’m very disappointed,” said Marc Lieb. “But we are 
looking ahead and already looking forward to the next race in the Le Mans 
Series, where we want to extend our championship lead with another victory.”  
 
For the American Flying Lizard team, the 2009 Le Mans race ended in the 
early morning hours when Darren Law (USA) collided heavily with the 
barriers. Prior to this, pole-setter Jörg Bergmeister (Germany) and team 
owner/gentleman driver Seth Neiman (USA) were steadily moving in the 
direction of a podium result with their GT3 RSR. The French IMSA 
Performance Matmut team with Porsche works drivers Patrick Pilet (France) 
and Patrick Long (USA) as well as Raymond Narac (France) maintained third 
place for more than two-thirds of the race distance. On Sunday morning a 
problem with the power transmission put an end to their promising charge.  
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Race result LMP2 
 
1. Elgaard/Collard/Poulsen (DK/F/DK), Porsche RS Spyder, 357 laps 
2. Kane/Leuenberger/Pompidou (GB/CH/F), Lola Judd, 353 
3. Nicolet/Hein/Yvon (F/MC/F), Pescarolo Mazda, 325 
4. Barazi/Bennett/Moseley (DK/GB/GB), Zytek 07S, 306 
 
Facts and figures : 24 Hours of Le Mans 
 
The 55-strong grid line-up for the Le Mans 24 Hours is made up of two 
different sports car categories: Sports prototypes and standard sports cars. 
The technical regulations of the long distance classic are the basis for the 
European Le Mans Series (LMS), in which one RS Spyder competes in 2009, 
and the American Le Mans Series (ALMS). All race cars take off at the same 
time in Le Mans. There is an overall classification and classifications for each 
class.  
 
The four classes in Le Mans:  
LMP1 class: Sports prototypes with up to 700 hp and a minimum weight of 
900 kilograms. Power to weight ratio: ca. 1.3 kg/hp. 
LMP2 class: Sports prototypes with around 440 hp (with normally aspirated 
engines) and an 825 kilogram minimum weight. Power to weight ratio: ca. 1.8 
kg/hp. The Porsche RS Spyder starts in this class.  
GT1 class: Strongly modified standard sports car with up to 650 hp and a 
minimum weight of 1,125 – 1,325 kilograms. 
GT2 class: Slightly modified standard sports cars with 450 to 460 hp and a 
minimum weight of 1,145 – 1,345 kilograms. The Porsche 911 GT3 RSR 
competes in this class.  

Porsche Media Release 

             
 
 



 
 

PORSCHES FOR SALE 
  

                    
2008 Porsche Boxster S Demonstrator: Guards Red and black leather. Six speed manual with 
3.4 litre Varioplus engine, Bose sound system and Parktronic. Only 4 500km. 
 
$ 109 990  ON ROAD.                                                       
 

                        
2004 Porsche Boxster: Crystal Silver and black leather. Five speed manual. Sports exhaust, 
18-inch wheels. Immaculate. Only 34 000km. 
 
$ 72 450   ON ROAD                               
 
* 2002 Porsche Boxster. Black/Havanna beige trim. 73 400km. Immaculate.  
 
$62 990    ON ROAD                                                                  Porsche Centre Tasmania 
                                                                                                     301 Argyle Street 
                                                                                                     Hobart 
                                                                                                    (03) 6210 7000. 
 
 



 
 

PORSCHES FOR SALE 
  
 

                      
2008 Porsche Cayenne S 4.8. Basalt Black with black leather. Sunroof, factory window tint, 
19-inch wheels, Only 14 000km. 
 
$129 000.  ON ROAD                                                             
 

                     
2008 Porsche 911 Targa 4. PDK Transmission. Black Sapphire/Black leather. 1170km. 
 
POA                                                                                         Porsche Centre Tasmania 
                                                                                                 301 Argyle Street 
                                                                                                  Hobart 
                                                                                                  (03) 6210 7000. 
 
 


